
Introduction for the Masses 
Third Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCTION FOR THE MASSES – December 16-17, 2017 
 
GOOD EVENING / MORNING: 
 
Welcome to the celebration of the Eucharist on the THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT.  A special and 
warm welcome to those from other places visiting with us today.  Our celebrant is: [Fr. Paul / Fr. Briant] 
 
The intention of this Mass is for: 5:00 PM: †P.K. Joseph and Angela Coudriet Tickle 
 8:30 AM: †Sean Guthrie and Mary Freeman 
                                                         10:30 AM: †Maurice Koury and Melvin J. Eaton, Sr. 
 

 Breakfast with the Knights will be held this Sunday, December 17, after the 8:30 &10:30 am 
Masses.  Please come enjoy a delicious breakfast and gather with your fellow parishioners. 

 
 Just a reminder:  Christmas Joy – the sacred music concert will perform here on Sunday, 

December 17, at 4:30 pm in the Church.  Admission is free, but a free will offering will be 
received to support the artists. 

 
 If you would like to help decorate our altar with poinsettia plants for the Christmas season, you 

may do so by offering a $20 donation.  All names being remembered will be printed in next 
week’s bulletin.  You may place the envelope in the collection basket, or send it to the office by 
December 18. 

 
 We welcome the Holy Cross Church Choir from Durham who will celebrate Mass with us at our 

10:30 am Liturgy this weekend. 
 

 Our Parish Advent Penance will be held on Thursday, December 21, at 7pm.  A number of 
visiting priests will be here to help with confessions. 
 

 There is still time to mail your Christmas cards so they can arrive on time.  The Knights of 
Columbus are selling a variety of religious Christmas cards in the gathering area that you can 
buy after Mass.  We thank you for your support. 
 

 Please see today’s bulletin for the schedule of Christmas Masses. 
 

 The Parish Office will close at Noon on Wednesday, December 20, so the staff may enjoy a 
Christmas Luncheon.  The office will also close at Noon on Friday, December 22, for the 
Christmas holiday and reopen on Tuesday, January 2nd.
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Please now open your hymnal to inside the back cover, and let us recite our parish mission statement. 
 
“Rooted in the Gospel and energized by the spirits of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, we, the faith 
community of Blessed Sacrament, seek to be people of vision and mission, living in right relationship 
with God, one another, and all creation.” 
 
So that we may begin our celebration of Mass in the Spirit of Christ Jesus as brothers and sisters 
united in prayer, we invite all of you to please stand and take a moment now to greet those around 
you. 



Advent Wreath Lighting Prayer – Week III 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Lector:   Brothers and sisters, today begins our Third Week of Advent celebration.  
And so, on this day of rejoicing we ask for the grace to recognize the 
presence of God gifted to us in Jesus Christ, as we light our Advent Wreath. 

Priest:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Response: 
 Amen 

Priest: As our nights grow longer and our days grow short,  
we look on these earthly signs--light and green branches-- 
and remember God's promise to our world:  
Christ, our Light and our Hope, will come. 

Lector: A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: 2: 1 – 5 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream towards it. 
 
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations,  
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,  
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not life lift  
the sword against another; neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

Priest: Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:  
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that teaches and 
guides us, and he is the Savior of every nation. 

Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this 
wreath. May the wreath and its light be a sign of Jesus' promise to bring us 
salvation.  May he come quickly and not delay.  We ask this through Christ 
our Lord.   Response: Amen 

 
The Three Advent Candles are lit. 
 
The Kyrie, eleison – The Lord Have Mercy - is sung. 



First Reading 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, 

to heal the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives 

and release to the prisoners, 

to announce a year of favor from the LORD 

and a day of vindication by our God. 

 

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, 

in my God is the joy of my soul; 

for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation 

and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, 

like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, 

like a bride bedecked with her jewels. 

As the earth brings forth its plants, 

and a garden makes its growth spring up, 

so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise 

spring up before all the nations. 

 

The Word of the Lord



Second Reading 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 

 

Brothers and sisters: 

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. 

In all circumstances give thanks, 

for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. 

Do not quench the Spirit. 

Do not despise prophetic utterances. 

Test everything; retain what is good. 

Refrain from every kind of evil. 

 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 

and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 

be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The one who calls you is faithful, 

and he will also accomplish it. 

 

The Word of the Lord



 

General Intercessions  
Third Sunday of Advent – December 17, 2017 

 

 
Presider: At our Baptism, God anoints us with the Holy Spirit and sends us into the world to bring glad 
tidings, the message of God’s unconditional love for all.  Believing in our mission, together we pray… 
 

 That God will make holiness spring up in all the members of the Church, so that seeing our good 
works others might come to know God’s presence… 

 
 That God will move the leaders of every nation to a deeper sense of the responsibility and 
accountability entrusted to them, so they may serve God’s people in truth with integrity, 
compassion and justice… 

 
 That all God’s children who are suffering or in need of support may find it, especially those who 
have lost homes and loved ones due to the massive fire storms, hurricanes, earthquakes and other 
natural disasters… 

 
 That God may inspire each us to be instruments of peace for others, so we may help shoulder the 
burdens and bring consolation to those who lives are fraught in poverty, grief, hunger, prejudice 
and hatred… 

 
 That God’s grace may be with us to bring us to a deeper understanding of the lives others endure - 
especially those enslaved in human trafficking, those who are the innocent victims of wars, and 
those forced to flee their native homelands and to become refugees or immigrants in a foreign 
land… 

 
 That God may be the source of healing and comfort for all who are sick, ill or hospitalized; those 
approaching death; the homebound or those declining mentally or physically; the many individuals 
struggling with addictions, substance abuse or mental illness; the people and intentions we 
promise to remember in prayer and those listed in our parish Book of Prayer… 

 
 That God will make eternal happiness spring up for all our faithful departed – family, friends, loved 
ones, neighbors, parish benefactors, and fellow parishioners – especially †Catherine McLaughlin 
and Mary Sayegh: as well as for those who mourn their deaths and passing to new life… 

 
Presider: Ever-faithful God, remember your promise of mercy as we offer these petitions.  Accomplish 
your saving plan for us and make us, like John the Baptist, eager to embrace your will for our world in 
Jesus the Christ, who lives and reigns with you forever and ever.  R: Amen 
 

Lector (as all are seated) 
 

We invite you to contribute to our parish offertory collection as a means of sharing in our ministry 
here at Blessed Sacrament.  The second collection helps decorate our church beautifully for the 
Christmas Season.  Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 


